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William Appleman Williams, who saw 
economic imperialism as the main driver 
of U.S. foreign policy. But Leffler 
gradually came to believe that the 
complexity of the U.S. political system 
made it impossible for any single factor 
to play such a large role. Although he 
never lost sight of the vital role that 
economic considerations play in U.S. 
politics, Leffler saw other perspectives 
and other actors contesting and fre-
quently overruling the recommendations 
and proposals of important pro-business 
lobbies and leaders. His skillful essays 
reveal him to be a scholar who was 
honest and courageous enough to let 
himself be instructed by the facts that he 
found.

Western Europe

Andrew Moravcsik

The Road to Somewhere: The Populist 
Revolt and the Future of Politics
BY DAVID GOODHART. Hurst,  
2017, 280 pp.

This book is timely, partly persua-
sive, and politically incorrect. 
Goodhart identifies two basic 

groups in British society: “anywheres” 
and “somewheres.” The first group con-
tains urban, mobile, relatively young, 
wealthy, and highly educated elites of 
various ethnicities. The second comprises 
older, more sedentary, poorer, and less 
educated provincials, almost all of whom 
are white. “Anywheres” dominate elite 
education, the financial services industry, 
major media outlets, and the government 

his own weaknesses and blind spots, and 
partly as a casualty of the pro-Southern 
historians who shaped public understand-
ing of Reconstruction for more than a 
century, Grant lies almost forgotten in 
his grave. Chernow, one of the finest 
biographical writers in American history, 
has undertaken to remedy this historical 
injustice by explaining and rehabilitating 
Grant. The result is a triumph: a sympa-
thetic but clear-eyed biography that will 
be the starting point for all future studies 
of this enigmatic man. One only wishes 
that Chernow had chosen to make this a 
two-volume account. Reconstruction is 
such a complex and poorly understood 
chapter in U.S. history that the story 
of Grant’s presidency is difficult to tell 
within the confines of a single volume, 
one that must also contain something 
close to a full history of the Civil War. 
This remains, however, a book that no 
serious student of U.S. history can afford 
to miss. 

Safeguarding Democratic Capitalism: U.S. 
Foreign Policy and National Security, 
1920–2015
BY MELVYN P. LEFFLER. Princeton 
University Press, 2017, 360 pp.

Leffler is one of the most accomplished 
and distinguished historians of U.S. 
foreign policy, and this collection of 
his most influential and important 
essays over the last 50 years is a welcome 
addition to the literature in the field. 
Leffler adds to the value of the collection 
with an introduction and a running 
commentary that situates these essays 
in his own intellectual development. 
He began, like many of his peers, as an 
enthusiastic adherent of the historian 

JF18_book.indb   158 11/16/17   6:15 PM



Recent Books

January/February 2018   159

public. Based on law enforcement records 
and media reports from a half-dozen 
countries, the book reconstructs the 
perpetrators’ background as petty crimi-
nals, their radicalization in prison, and 
the material benefits they gained from 
terrorism. They belonged to a sophisti-
cated global network of al Qaeda–linked 
jihadists. Their ostensible motives ranged 
from simple retaliation for recent Spanish 
police crackdowns on a local al Qaeda cell 
to a surprisingly intense desire to exact 
revenge for the Christian conquest of 
Spain over five centuries ago. About a 
month after the attack, the seven main 
perpetrators detonated themselves to 
avoid police capture. But peripheral 
members of the conspiracy escaped to 
Iraq and eventually joined the Islamic 
State, or isis. The book closes by remind-
ing readers that the transit systems in 
London, New York City, and other 
metropolitan areas remain at risk—and 
that the best way to combat the threat is 
to reinforce international coordination of 
intelligence and policing. This is a must-
read for counterterrorism authorities and 
concerned citizens alike.
 

The Taste of Empire: How Britain’s Quest 
for Food Shaped the Modern World 
BY LIZZIE COLLINGHAM. Basic 
Books, 2017, 408 pp.

Collingham has carved out a niche writing 
popular histories of global food politics. 
She builds her latest book around the 
claim that the pursuit of exotic foods 
drove centuries of British economic 
dominance. Pepper and other spices, cod, 
wheat, meat, tea, cocoa, sugar, rice, and 
other culinary delights, as well as drugs 
such as opium and tobacco, dominated 

technocracy—all of which are clustered 
in and around London. “Somewheres,” 
by contrast, are spread throughout the 
rest of the United Kingdom, where they 
seek in vain to defend local traditions, 
national identity, and what they conceive 
of as decent lower- and middle-class family 
values. Goodhart’s political incorrectness 
lies in his sympathy with the latter group, 
against whom, he rightly argues, the 
cosmopolitan elite has stacked the 
educational, economic, and cultural 
deck. But sympathy gets one only so far; 
what “somewheres” need are solutions. 
They could embrace Euroskepticism 
with the hope that reducing immigration 
and limiting trade would benefit them. 
Yet the current British government has 
proved itself to be hardly egalitarian 
and, in any case, unrealistic in its hopes 
for Brexit. Or they could back socialist 
redistribution—yet that threatens to 
undermine forward-looking economic 
activity. Goodhart poses the right ques-
tions but doesn’t offer much in the way 
of answers. One wonders if his hopes 
for change stem more from nostalgia 
than from realism.
 

Al-Qaeda’s Revenge: The 2004 Madrid 
Train Bombings
BY FERNANDO REINARES. Woodrow 
Wilson Center Press and Columbia 
University Press, 2017, 288 pp.

During the morning rush hour of March 
11, 2004, ten bombs exploded nearly 
simultaneously on Madrid’s commuter 
trains, killing 191 people and injuring 
almost 2,000. Reinares’ examination of 
that brutal attack may be the most thor-
oughly researched study of a European 
terrorist incident currently available to the 
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Harper relies in part on fascinating new 
biomedical tools that are revolutioniz-
ing what is termed “paleomolecular 
archaeology.” Yet due to the fragility of 
many pathogens, his study also relies on 
the subtle interpretation of traditional 
written sources, including many reli-
gious texts. The lesson is clear. Today, 
we inhabit a global system with a very 
similar combination of climatologic 
disturbances, urbanization, less diverse 
diets, and globalization. Ancient history 
reveals the risks we run. 
 

How the French Saved America: Soldiers, 
Sailors, Diplomats, Louis XVI, and the 
Success of a Revolution
BY TOM SHACHTMAN. St. Martin’s 
Press, 2017, 368 pp.

American high school history courses 
briefly mention that French intervention 
helped seal the success of the American 
Revolution, yet the emphasis in U.S. 
civic discourse always remains firmly 
fixed on the courage and resolve of the 
Founding Fathers. Shachtman wants 
to give France its due. He demonstrates 
the depth of the French commitment by 
tracing the complex negotiations behind 
the Franco-American alliance. The rebel-
lious American colonists first needed to 
overcome their deep mistrust of the 
French, whom they had fought a genera-
tion before in the French and Indian 
War. Then the rebels sent a team to 
Paris headed by Benjamin Franklin, 
who needed years to convince France 
to make its scarce resources available. 
Even after the alliance was formed, 
both sides remained ambivalent: the 
colonists feared that the French would 
quit, and the French mistrusted the 

British international trade. This inter-
pretation is neither deep nor original, 
and it treads rather lightly over the dark 
sides of empire, including slavery and 
the suppression of industry outside 
the United Kingdom. Collingham even 
defends opium use in nineteenth-century 
China as a healthy habit. Yet she does 
show how much traditional English 
cuisine relies on imported commodities 
and tastes. The traditional Victorian 
Christmas table would be barren indeed 
without Chinese tea, New Zealand lamb, 
Jamaican rum, Portuguese port, West 
Indian sugar, North American wheat, 
and, to top it off, a plum pudding with 
dried fruits from a half-dozen foreign 
lands. Brexiteers, take note.
 

The Fate of Rome: Climate, Disease, and 
the End of an Empire
BY KYLE HARPER. Princeton 
University Press, 2017, 440 pp.

Historians have attributed the decline 
and fall of the Roman Empire to corrup-
tion, Christianity, barbarian invasion, 
and hundreds of other factors. Harper 
offers a striking reinterpretation with 
worrisome implications for the present 
day. Ancient Rome, he argues, succumbed 
to pandemic diseases. He documents 
the devastating spread of plague, tuber-
culosis, smallpox, and perhaps even 
Ebola in ancient Rome, which together 
killed more than half the population in 
some areas. He shows how the thousand-
year-old empire grew vulnerable to such 
pathogens owing to severe Mediterranean 
climate change, extremely large cities, 
a vulnerable food chain, and its central 
position in vast networks of travel, trade, 
and migration. In making the case, 
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access for low- and middle-income 
students grew even more rapidly. Owing 
to the increased presence of lower-income 
students at colleges and universities, public 
spending on higher education is now 
skewed toward the disadvantaged—a 
reversal of previous distributions, which 
disproportionately benefited better-off 
families. Moreover, spending per student 
and student-faculty ratios in Latin Ameri-
can countries are now in line with those 
of the wealthy nations of Europe and 
North America. Not all is well, of course: 
drop-out rates remain too high; too many 
students attend low-quality, high-priced 
private universities; a deficit of graduates 
in science and engineering contributes 
to the region’s low rate of innovation; 
and academic research grants are often 
not subjected to the rigors of competitive 
selection. The authors’ proposed solutions 
include improving the dissemination of 
information on job-market prospects for 
graduates and reforming regulations and 
accreditation procedures.

Where the Land Meets the Sea: Fourteen 
Millennia of Human History at Huaca 
Prieta, Peru
EDITED BY TOM D. DILLEHAY. 
University of Texas Press, 2017, 832 pp.

As the Ice Age wound down some 14,000 
years ago and the seas and land warmed, 
early human settlements cropped up along 
the Peruvian coastline. At Huaca Prieta 
(Spanish for “dark mound”), multiple 
generations of kinship communities 
constructed impressive earthworks for 
their rituals and burials—leaving behind 
what the venerable anthropologist Dillehay 
labels “one of the most complex prepottery 
coastal sites” ever discovered. Using 

(already) highly partisan American 
Continental Congress. Yet the alliance 
held. In the end, French assistance made 
the difference between defeat and victory. 
Ten percent of the casualties suffered 
by those fighting for the American cause 
were French. Paris provided essential 
financing to pay Washington’s soldiers; 
shipments of guns, artillery, and ammu-
nition; technical and engineering exper-
tise; diplomatic support; safe ports for 
American privateers; skilled battlefield 
leadership; and, of course, the fleet and 
army that ensured the decisive American 
victory at Yorktown in 1781. 

Western Hemisphere

Richard Feinberg

At a Crossroads: Higher Education in 
Latin America and the Caribbean
BY MARÍA MARTA FERREYRA, CIRO 
AVITABILE, JAVIER BOTERO 
ÁLVAREZ, FRANCISCO HAIMOVICH 
PAZ, AND SERGIO URZÚA.
World Bank, 2017, 298 pp.

Many Latin American coun-
tries took advantage of the 
economic boom that began at 

the beginning of this century to dra
matically expand their institutions of 
higher education. In the past 17 years, 
this illuminating World Bank report 
reveals, some 2,300 new schools have 
opened, mostly in the private sector, 
offering 30,000 new programs. Across the 
region, average higher-education enroll-
ment rates jumped from 21 percent in 
2000 to 43 percent in 2013. Impressively, 
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