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The Big Question: “Left and right defined the 20th century. What's next?”
100 Prospect contributors answered our invitation to respond to the question above. 35, including this one, were published in the print edition. For the full set of responses, see the link above.

Andrew Moravcsik, political writer

How quaintly European a question! Left vs right may be passé in Europe, but not here in America. Here it is not just an important issue—it’s the only issue. We Americans inhabit the only major industrialised democracy still fighting the domestic battles of the 1930s (or 1890s) essentially unchanged. Unlike Europe—in this regard, Britain is fully European—Americans never reaped the fruits of progressive victory in such battles: the establishment of social democracy, secularism and anti-militarism. Instead we remain a firmly libertarian nation. The costs are evident: 40m without health insurance, the west’s highest infant mortality, a tragic chasm between black and white, widespread religious domination of personal life choices, an aversion to the application of international law, and still an unhealthy fascination with imperial military might. In Europe, all this vanished a half century ago. Here, after a generation of conservative domination, it is resurgent.
