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Proposal for XML markup of Old French text corpora
1. Large capitals (“dropped capitals”):

<chr_large size=”” actual=”” color=”” detail=”” n=””>X</chr_large>

· “n” attribute added to count paragraphs;
· “size” indicates the number of lines with “indent” left by the scribe for the large capital;

· “actual” indicates the actual size of the capital in lines (which may larger than the number of lines left by the scribes for certain characters, e.g. L);

· “color” indicates the basic color of the large capital;

· “detail” contains information on the decoration of the capital (e.g. “historiated”, “ornamented”).

2. Calligraphic variants of letters and diacritics:

a) capitals and “numbered lowercase”:
<chr_var letter=”X” var=”#”>X</chr_var>

· “letter” indicates the “basic letter” for this variant;
· “var” indicates the number of the variant (as discovered in the manuscript).

b) “named” variants;

<chr_var letter=”” var=””>&x;</chr_var>
· “var” contains the conventional name of the variant, e.g. “long” s, “round” r (not marked in current Charrette transcriptions);
c) diacritics
&apost; &vbar; &hbar; …
3. Abbreviations:

<chr_abbr type=”” class=”” expan=”” cert=””>x&y;</chr_abbr>

· Cf. tag <abbr> (TEI guidelines: 6.4.5);

· “x” = affected letter, “y” = diacritical mark 

· Types:

a) “reg”, regular (e.g. nasal tildes, superscript letters…);

b) “frq”, frequent words (e.g. &, ch’r, ml’t);

c) “prn”, proper name (e.g. .G., lanc~.);

d) “tit”, title (e.g. mes .S.);

e) “geo”, geographical name (e.g. iherl~m);

f) “sac”, sacred word (e.g. ihu~crist).

· Classes:

a) “ss”, special symbol (e.g. ampersand);

b) “ml”, modified letter (e.g. barred p);

c) “dc”, diacritics (e.g. horizontal bar);

d) “sc”, superscription (e.g. superscript i, or vertical bar);
e) “ct”, contraction (e.g. ml’t for molt);

f) “in”, initial (e.g. G. for Gauuain).
4. Punctuation:

<chr_punc mark=”” force=”” synt=””>xx</chr_punc>
· Marks:

a) “dot”, (low) dot;

b) “mid-dot”, dot in the middle of line;

c) “high-dot”, dot in the upper part of line;

d) “virg”, slash (“virgule droite”);

e) “comma”, medieval comma (.’);

f) “colon”, colon (deux-points);

g) “pdm”, pied-de-mouche (¶);

· Force:

a) “strong”, before a capital;

b) “weak”, before a small letter.

· “Synt”, type of syntactic border (special classification not included in the XML transcriptions).
5. Word-segmentation:

a) divided words (by the end of line)

<chr_lb/>

b) “deglutinations” 
<chr_sb/>

c) “agglutinations”

<chr_aggl type=”simple|elision|complex” cert=”y|n”>
<ap1>…</ap1><ap2>…</ap2>(<ap3>…</ap3><ap4>…</ap4>)</chr_aggl>

type “complex” if there are more than 2 agglutinated words;

for complex agglutinations ap1, ap2 and ap3 have [elision=”y”] attribute if there is an elision.

6. Layout.

a) “End of line” filling
<chr_eol type=”[1-9]”/>

b) Text placed on lower lines at the end of section

<chr_nl/> …
7. Corrections (standard TEI-lite elements):

<add space=””> </add>
<corr sic=”[original text]” resp=”scribe” cert=”yes|no”> [corrected text] </corr>

<sic corr=”[corrected text]” resp=”editor” cert=”yes|no”> [original text] </corr>

<del resp=”scribe” type=””>[deleted text] </del> 

<reg resp=”editor” orig=””>[editor’s punctuation]</reg>
8. Unclear readings (standard TEI-lite elements):
<unclear reason=””> … </unclear>

<gap reason=””/>

9. Notes (standard TEI-lite elements):

<note> … </note>

<milestone unit=”” n=””/> (can be used to indicate pages in a reference critical edition)
10. Content marking (standard TEI-lite elements):
a) direct speech

<q type=”spoken|written” id prev next> … </q>
b) proper names

<name reg=””> … </name>

c) numbers (indefinite article?)

<num>.i.</num>

11. Word marking (replaces agglutination parts, name, num elements) in “processed” transcriptions:
<w type=”” aggl=”” cert=””>xxx</w>
